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Hue of communication between the civilised centres
through the heart of the Oriente to the eastern fron-
tier. It is hoped, therefore, that the exploration and
mapping of the Curaray River and the frontier done
by the Expedition will assist in the future develop-
ment and opening up of this vast hinterland.
Our route had to follow the flats along the river-
banks during most of the journey through the
mountains. The rivers wind around the ends of
ridges which almost intermesh like the cogs of two
gigantic gears. Wherever the cog, so to speak, ended
in a sheer cliff directly on the river, we had to find
a path up over the ridge, climbing usually many
hundreds of feet above the river, and then we had
to go down the other side to reach the valley floor
again. Most of the time these ridges were very
narrow, and we would come back to the valley only
a few hundred yards ahead of where we had left it.
By blasting a -cut around the end of these spurs,
river flats could very easily be linked up into a road-
way. The construction of this new and direct route
between the civilised part of Ecuador and the great.
Oriente will open up this rich but undeveloped
territory to the world. The Curaray River route to
the east and the land and air route to the west
assure the eventual economic development of this
rich region.
Throughout the Oriente, timber, of course,
abounds and is utilised by the Indians for many
and varied purposes. There grows the llapichama